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Trond Sundby (Principal Engineer)

Petroleum Safety Authority

The purpose of the new revision of NORSOK U-
001 and the relations to the Petroleum 
regulations



Overall
goals

“The Petroleum Safety 
Authority Norway will set 
the terms for supervising 
that the players in the 
petroleum sector maintain 
a high standard for health, 
safety, the environment 
and emergency 
preparedness, and thereby 
also contribute to creating 
the greatest possible value 
for society.”



Guides to our regulatory work

• The resolution of the Crown prince regent, 19th December 2003 on the
establishment of the Petroleum Safety Authority

• Coordinated and holistic HSE regulations:

…… The Regulations shall as far as possible and as appropriate, be constructed in 
such a way that the Authorities will provide a framework for prudent health, safety
and environment. To give necessary predictability, the functional requirements shall
be complemented with guidelines that have references to detailed recognised norms 
and industry standards or specific guidelines from the authorities….

• The annual guides from our ministry (Ministry of Inclusion and Labour, 2022):

• …The Petroleum Safety Authority shall ensure maintenance and further development of
the holistic and risk based HSE Regulations in close dialogue with the involved parties in 
the industry…

• …The Petroleum Safety Authority shall both on national and international level, follow up 
regulatory work and development of standards that contribute to the HSE-level in the
petroleum activities

• Manage the referenced standards in our regulations and ensure that the standards are
updated…



Main features 
of the regulations

The regulations are based on 
performance (functional) 
requirements, which:

• Give the industry the freedom to 
choose its own best solutions

• Underpin the allocation of 
responsibility

• Refer to norms and industry 
standards which provide 
predictability for the users and 
indicate the standard which 
solutions are expected to meet.

The regulations require the companies to 
establish risk targets and manage their 

activities in relation to these.
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Guidelines

Acts – Regulations - Guidelines – norms and standards

Regulations

Functional requirements:

- The Regulatory requirements gives information on the level required

- WHAT to achieve

Detailing of the functional requirements:

- Explanations, details

- References to norms and standards

- HOW can the requirement be achieved

Standard or other norm that normally will

fulfill the functional requirement, jf. FR § 24. 

HOW WE RECCOMEND YOU DO IT

Kap. 9. Specific
requirements to safety
10.1. Requirements to 

prudent petroleum activities

Norms / 

standards

Acts

Facilities Regulations
§ 10 on installations, 

systems and 
equipment

Use NORSOK U-001

http://www.ptil.no/rammeforskriften/category386.html
http://www.ptil.no/rammeforskriften/category386.html
http://www.ptil.no/rammeforskriften/category386.html
http://www.ptil.no/rammeforskriften/category386.html
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Authorities and standardisation – the good
symbiosis ...

For PSA as Authority For the industry

• Simplification of the

regulatory work

• Sharing of experiences

• Access to networks of

competence

• Opportunities for 

influence at a detailed

level

• Better predictability

• Competitive advantage

• The Petroleum Safety Authority shall contribute to ensure that the petroleum 
industry have relevant standards that fulfills the needs for detailed specifications
such that the users can comply with functional statutory requirements in the
Regulations

Support the organised

standardisation work that take

place in recognised national

and international

standardisation organisations

Tripartite cooperation



Framework Regulations §24 on use of recognised
standards

• When the responsible party makes use of a standard recommended in the 
guidelines to a provision of the regulations, as a means of complying with the 
requirements of the regulations in the area of health, safety and the working 
environment, the responsible party can normally assume that the regulatory 
requirements have been met.

• When other solutions than those recommended in the guidelines to a provision 
of the regulations are used, the responsible party shall be able to document that 
the chosen solution fulfils the regulatory requirements. 

Regulatory references to NORSOK U-001 in  the Facilities Regulations - guideline:
§ 10 on installations, systems, and equipment
§ 54 on christmas tree and wellhead



To Framework regulations §24 on use of recognised
standards

• The authorities' recommended solutions are indicated in the guidelines for the 
individual sections in the supplementary regulations. 

• The authorities recommend the use of various industry standards or other 
normative documents, 

• Reference is made to such normative documents with date of publication and publishing/revision number, e.g. NORSOK xx, 
revision xx (date) in the reference lists in the guidelines regarding the regulations. 

• Use of recognised standards is voluntary 

• When using other solutions than those recommended, the responsible party shall 
be able to document that the chosen solution fulfils the regulatory requirements.

• The regulations and the guidelines are viewed in context. 

• Standards recommended in the guidelines will be key in 

• interpreting the individual regulatory requirements 

• in determining the level of health, safety and working environment.



Earlier correspondence on NORSOK



Follow us on 
www.psa.no

Regulations 

Order free publications

Read our free web magazine

View videos on relevant 
events and issues 

Follow us on social media 

Subscribe to news stories
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